
Narch 30, 1 990 LB 688

occur in women who are 20 t o 24 ye a rs of a ge ; and 41 pe r c ent
occur in women who are 25 or o l d e r . Eighty-one percent of these
women are unmarried, 19 percent are married, a nd that can be i n
a variety of circumstances, not all of which are the friendliest
or the best operating family situation. Ninety-one percent of
all the abortions are performed within the first 12 weeks of
pregnancy, time in which the fetus is, for all intents and
purposes, without f eeling,without a sensation of pain,
insentient, if you will. Eight percent are performed between
the 13th and 20th weeks, 1 percent are performed after 21 weeks
of pregnancy. Now there is a difference in the numbers per 100
as to who and who does not have abortions in this country. Out
of eve r y 100 wo men, 2.3 non-Hispanic white women have an
abortion; 4.3 out of 100 hispanic women will have abortions; and
5.3 out of a 10 0 nonwhite women most of whom are black, will
have abortions. Oddly enough the abortion rate is higher among
Catholics than among Protestants. Catholics are more likely to
obtain abortions than Jewish women. Wom en wh o p rofess no
religion have a h igher abortion rate than do women who report
attending regular religious affiliations. One out of every six
women who have abor'tions describes herself as born again or as
in an Evangelical Christian set. These women are half as likely
as other women to have abortions. It is critical to understand
that this is a phenomenon that crosses the socio and economic
boundaries as well. Women with incomes below $11,000 who a r e
15 percent of the population represent twice that amount,
33 percent of all abortion patients. I think it would be a
disaster for the already strained resources of those women whose
lives are already at the very end and very thinly stretched, who
may well be caring for existing children, to be further burdened
and logically they sometimes choose the painful but necessary
option of abortion. Women with incomes between 11,000 and
$25,000 a re 29 pe rc en t of the population and t hey h av e a
slightly higher percentage, a 34 percent of al l abort ion
patients. W omen with incomes of $25,000 or more are 56 percent
of the population and they have 33 percent of th e a bortions.
That is to say that abortion is a phenomenon far more likely of
the most poverty stricken of women than i t i s of wom e n wi t h
greater means. Low in come women are about three times more
likely to have an abortion than women who are financially better
off, and is it any wonder, given the length and strength.
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PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR LANDIS: ...of society's commitment to these women and
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